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Dear Oud Festival guests, residents and artists,

This is the 17th year that the International Oud Festival is being held in Jerusalem—a unique festival featuring an
instrument that to a great extent mirrors Jerusalem itself: thousands of years old, with a glorious history, present
renewal and flowering, harboring traditions, cultures and peoples from diverse places.

Over the years the Oud Festival has become an inseparable part of Jerusalem's soundtrack and a significant
element in the renaissance the city is experiencing. The continued flourishing of the festival is important and
welcome. Today, as before, we continue to support its activities, along with a range of other events and festivals
held in the city.

The opening performance this year will be devoted to the Book of Psalms and the story of the life of King
David—the first person to establish Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 3,000 years ago. Taking part in this special
production are some of Israel's finest artists, including Daniel Zamir, Shem Tov Levy, Shlomi Shaban and
Shlomo Gronich.

| thank the festival organizers, all those involved in its preparation, led by Confederation House, the producer
and host of the Oud Festival. | hope that everyone will continue to enjoy the rich and enriching sounds of the
Oud Festival for many years to come.

Sincerely,
Nir Barkat
Mayor of Jeruslem
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To all those attending the 17th International Oud Festival in our capital, Jerusalem!

The festival's opening this year is devoted to the Book of Psalms, attributed to King David, “the anointed of the God
of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel.” There is none like King David, the greatest musician of our people, who
named the various musical instruments in his psalms, to open the festival, a refreshing and magical Mediterranean
mixture of ancient and contemporary instruments, marvelous composers and innovative works of diverse languages,
traditions and cultures.

The festival, which has earned a reputation in Israel and abroad, proclaims the aspiration toward cultural and
interpersonal coexistence in Israel's capital, which inits essence is a city of peace bringing together diverse populations.
The festival enjoys a large and varied audience that faithfully represents the face of Jerusalem in particular and of
Israel in general: Jews and Arabs, secular and religious, young and old, members of every nationality and community.
The festival thus realizes the cause of cultural pluralism that it champions.

And it likewise realizes my vision by providing a stage for unique interpretations of the diverse traditions of the
Middle East, the Mediterranean region and the Indian sub-continent. No doubt, the original and renewed renditions
of past traditions by today's musicians proves that good music, like fine wine, only improves with time.

| heartily congratulate all those involved in this important initiative, and in particular Mr. Effie Benaya, director of
Confederation House and the festival's artistic director.

Wishing everyone the utmost enjoyment,

Sincerely,
MK (Reserve Brigadier General) Miri Regev
Minister of Culture and Sport
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Welcome to the 17th International Oud Festival,

At the outset, featuring the oud in a music festival seemed to be a daring concept. At that time, the oud was an
instrument appreciated by a select few. Sixteen years after the first festival, we are proud to show that the oud
has become the catchword of musical tradition that extends across borders and cultures.

The 17th Oud Festival is the largest and richest one that we have produced until now. It will open with “Psalms,”
an original Confederation House production, featuring Shem Tov Levi, Shlomi Shaban, Shlomo Gronich and
Daniel Zamir, who composed music for this exemplary book’s texts.

The festival will include a series of great artists from around the world: Stavros Xarchakos, one of Greece's
greatest composers, who scored the cult film Rembetiko and will be appearing in Israel for the first time; sitar
master Shujaat Husain Khan, will present a selection of Indian classics and gawwali songs; Omar Faruk Tekbilek
and his ensemble, will host Yasmin Levy; and the Mansurov brothers and Kamran Karimov, Azeri masters who
worked with the vocalist Kamila to create her new album; and many others.

Two festive performances will be devoted to the admired female vocalists Um Kalthoum and Zohara Al Fassia.

A lineup of Israeli artists will be presenting original, new and unforgettable productions as well.

| wish you all an enjoyable time.

Effie Benaya
Director and artistic director
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Dear Friends,

"Praise Him with the sound of the Shofar; Praise Him with the harp and the violin;

Praise Him with drums and dancing; Praise him with instruments of string and wind" (Psalms 150)

The opening concert for the 17th Oud Festival will feature new and innovative arrangements for traditional
melodies from Psalms. King David, recognized as the author of Psalms, is also credited with building Jerusalem as
his capital. What could be more fitting for Jerusalem, a place renowned for the magical bonds between the ancient
and the modern, to host special performances like the Oud Festival that combines ancient texts with different
cultures.

This is a special, celebratory year for us. Fifty years ago, the Jerusalem Foundation was established, and ever since,
it has had significant impact on the city, transforming the face of Jerusalem beyond recognition. The Jerusalem
Foundation creates new opportunities and is at the forefront of Jerusalem'’s cultural institutions, festivals and
events.

The Oud Festival has become a cornerstone in Jerusalem’s development as a cultural, creative metropolis, where
art and music unite different communities and populations, and we are proud to support such an acclaimed event.
My best wishes for a successful festival and my congratulations to Confederation House, led by Effy Benia and his
dedicated staff. May they continue to be an integral part of the expression of Israeli culture.

Yohanna Arbib-Perugia
President, the Jerusalem Foundation
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Daniel Zamir saxophone,
vocals, arrangement

and musical production
Shlomo Gronich

piano, vocals

Shlomi Shaban piano, vocals
Shem Tov Levi

flute, vocals, piano
Amos Hoffman, oud
Noam David drums
Gilad Abro bass

Nitzan Bar, guitar
Tomer Bar keyboard
Ronny lvrin, percussion
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A special production for the Oud Festival, premiering a spiritual-creative
approach to the Book of Psalms by selected artists—Daniel Zamir, Shem
Tov Levi, Shlomi Shaban and Shlomo Gronich. The artists set the eternal
psalms to original melodies expressing the musical personality of each
in a unique fashion. The artists will perform their works individually and
together, weaving a musical composite focused upon the life of King
David, to whom many of the psalms are attributed.
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Thursday, 21:00, Henry Crown Hall, Jerusalem Theater
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Maureen Nehedar
musical direction, vocals,
Persian setar

Orit Goral

musical production, piano

Gad Tidhar oud, tar, kamancha

Yogev Levy Persian nai
Yuval Gerstein guitars
Alon Azizi, bass

Oren Gilad drums
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Vocalist composer and paytanit Maureen Nehedar presents her new
album, “Wheat Flower" in a festive premier, featuring new and highly
imaginative arrangements of Persian folk classics. This album is being
released one year after her album of piyyut: “Asleep in the Bosom of
Childhood" which enjoyed critical acclaim and resounding success.
Nehedar is one of the leaders of the world music scene in Israel and her
performance will introduce a fine musical ensemble that, with her unique
voice, reveal the richness and depth of Persian music.
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Maureen Nehedar presents her new album “Wheat Flower”
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Nassim Dakwar oud, violin
Zohar Fresco percussion
Eyal Sela clarinet

Hagai Shaham bass
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Oud player and violinist Nassim Dakwar is a well-known original and
inspired interpreter of Arab classical music. Dakwar is a unique composer
and arranger who, among other things, has composed for vocal artist
Amal Murkus. He was a member of the Bustan Avraham ensemble and
the Ziryab Trio and leads the Tarshiha Orchestra for Arabic Music. The
Oud Festival presents the premier of original works by Dakwar that
reveal a new and fascinating aspect of this talented musician's activity.
The works draw inspiration from the infinite wealth of Arab classical
music. They are influence by western classical music, but enter a realm of
new and refreshing sounds. These works emphasize the intimate dialogue
between Dakwar and the members of the ensemble, the rhythmic
complexity that diverges from classical rhythms that characterize Arabic
music, and the impressive improvisational skill of the musicians that gives
the performance a rare sense of immediacy and surprise.
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Nassim Dakwar presents original works
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Kamila writing, composition,
musical arrangement and vocals
Elshan Mansurov kamanja
Malik Mansurov tar

Kamran Karimov nagara
Jonathan Alter drums

Danny Schneiderman bass guitar

Zemfira Kolayev piano
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A unique performance by Azerbaijan-born Israeli musical artist Kamila
Teregulov, descended from a well-known Azerbaijan musical dynasty,
presenting excerpts from her new album, "“Mamaland” that was recorded
in Azerbaijan together with the Mansurov brothers and Kamran Karimov,
noted Azeri virtuosos specializing in the traditional instruments: tar,
kamancha and nagara. The creative process was documented in a film
that portrays Kamila's search for her roots and her deep link with the
ancient musical traditions of Azerbaijan and with the nascent traditions of
Israel. The Oud Festival performance will mark the first stage appearance
of the musicians from two countries who recorded the album.
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Vocalist Kamila and the great masters of Azerbaijan—
the Mansurov brothers and Kamran Karimov (Israel/Azerbaijan)
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Jean-Pierre Smadja
oud and computer
Noa Vax
percussion
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French Jewish musician Jean-Pierre Smadja (Smadj) and Israeli
percussionist Noa Vax join together in an innovative performance
combining oud, electronic music and a variety of percussion instruments.
Smadj moves freely between styles and genres—from Brazilian and
Middle Eastern, punk and soul to folk. He has appeared around the world
and to date has some 10 solo albums to his credit in which he combines
familiar Arabic and Turkish works with original ones presented in
electronic arrangements. In the performance Smadj and Vax will perform
their interpretation of the works of the great masters of Arabic music in
surprising electronic arrangements.
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in a contemporary electronic arrangement of works
by the great masters of Arabic music (France/Israel)
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Neta Elkayam

vocals, artistic direction
Amit Hai Cohen

piano, computer,

musical direction

Elad Levi violin

Netanel Ben Shitrit darbuka
Moshe Bahar oud
Evyatar Hermesh

double bass

Eyal Yahav cello

Gilad Vaknin

mandole, guitars

Hillel Amsalem percussion
Idan P. Avidani production
Dotan Moreno animation
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Neta Elkayam and her ensemble in a special performance dedicated to
vocalist Zohara Al Fassia, the greatest diva to emerge from Moroccan
Jewry. Al Fassia was the first woman in Morocco to record a musical
album. Her popular songs were played on Moroccan and Algerian radio
and Muhammad V, king of Morocco, was impressed with her talent and
invited her to sing at his court. Al Fassia recorded 17 albums before
immigrating to Israel in 1962, at the peak of her career. In the last interview she
gave before her death, she said: “In Israel | suffered from loneliness... | feared
that after my death no one would remember who Zohra Al Fassia was.”
Elkayam and her ensemble present their original take on Al Fassia's classics,
featuring Neta's unique voice enriched with North African influences. This is
the first time that numerous works from Al Fassia's repertoire receive a new
musical interpretation, revealing her unique character and the tenderness
and toughness, pioneering spirit and mystery in her life.
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Neta Elkayam in a tribute to Moroccan diva Zohara Al Fassia
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Oud player Sameer Makhoul presents a new work
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Sameer Makhoul oud, A new performance by composer, vocalist and oud player Sameer
vocals, melodies Makhoul, who in recent years has developed a new and unique style
Eyal Sela clarinet, saxophone  and technique of left-handed oud playing without reversing the
Erez Munk percussion direction of the strings. Yasar, the name of this technique, which means
“left” in Arabic, gives its name to the performance. Makhoul's works

are influenced by jazz, Arab classical music, Andalucian and Turkish

music and Byzantine church music. Makhoul combines instrumental
improvisational works in traditional Arab magamat with Arabic vocals.
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Shujaat Husain Khan
sitar and vocals

Amit Choubey tabla
Sapan Anjaria tabla
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Sitar master Ustad Shujaat Husain Khan, one of the great Indian
musicians, will present a selection of works from the Indian classical
repertoire and gawwali vocals of the Indian Sufi sect. Shujaat Khan
belongs to the seventh generation of a dynasty that included some of the
most famous sitar players in India, son of legendary sitar master Ustad
Vilayat Khan, who developed an innovative sitar playing technique to
resemble the human voice. Shujaat Khan's virtuoso playing and deep
and tender voice create a rich and powerfully expressive musical fabric.
He will be accompanied by two of the most famous tabla players, Amit
Choubey and Sapan Anjaria.
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sitar master Ustad Shujaat Husain Khan
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Omar Faruk Tekbilek

nai, vocals, baglama,

zurna, percussion

Bahadir Senar kanun
Yannis Dimitriadis
keyboard, piano, accordion
Itamar Erez guitar

River Guerguerian

drums, percussion

Murat Tekbilek percussion
Yasmin Levy guest vocalist
Ofer Ziv / GATE PRODUCTIONS
management, production
Gadi Reik sound engineer
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Omar Faruk Tekbilek has been a beloved guest of the Oud Festival from
its inception. He is not only a virtuoso oud player, an artist whose work
crosses political and geographical boundaries, but is also a man of peace,
as the name of his performance and new album indicate. His work unites
traditional Sufi songs, folk songs and original compositions with Turkish,
Greek and modern Middle Eastern elements in a spiritual fabric filled with
mercy, love and imagination. The guest artist will be Yasmin Levy.
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Omar Faruk Tekbilek & his ensemble (Turkey /USA)
Guest vocalist: Yasmin Levy (Israel)
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Prof. Tayseer Elias
oud, musical direction
and editing

Violet Salameh vocals
Firas Ismi violin

Elias Elias violin
Charlie Safi violin

Isa Awwad ganun
Jamil Bishtawi nai
Hisham Khouri bass
Ashraf Farah darbuka
Nab’a Abu Niqula rig
special guests:
al-Karawan Choir
(Nabih Awwad
musical director)

"NITAN 2212"-1"N"Y1270 NT'AT19N" "NV N'WA N33 ,"017710 No7N”
01N712 OIR 171270 NIXAN NI NN2T 0N2W 0712200 WP P70 0N
NN01191N NIAT7 NAWNA ,ANA 0¥ NA7Y1 X7 DIN71D 01X .(1975-1902)
NTIR7 NJ9NW D 1D TV ,0MIWYN 1XRAA 12790 07192 1012 NN
J1'0T 7w N190 NpTan 7w 7112 18X 0317 01WN1 AWl AN Y
n17121 n7W 07W1n0 AN 12 DY7NINN ANYT7W 1131101 TR 1717
N'N110NN NWIIAN 12 NATAW N7{1A "N29nn" 7717 n'7 111 1IN7RN
.NN91PN 7W NMWIYA NPTIAN 1127

QRPN TIVA 1212 ,0R7R 10N 9119 MIRT71N TR IR
NNR ,NNR70 V711 NINTA DR AN'7'W 1737712 22710 0730 17012 097130
N7127 NIX1"7 7122 170 7NM,01N710 DIR "W 7W N1717A0 N1YXANN 0
.1M'WA 1211001 2N 11142 VIR T 79 1

S7703 TN-7R" "RV Y2 ,1IN1Y RNRY VXIW 01w 170

2 "Bl (S s Ml gl el elad) B (il AL
Najsfu,usn@,mil@allggdm|04|uwyluﬂwu&
,mlj T e ey Lo LQJIAJM\AJJS [N A5 ol .(1975-1902)
Ly Jad 8 gkl cnpials ‘u-u-‘-“"-”uﬁ”u—hs—'ﬂ'u-'ﬂd” ok
ssall Lggen Juddy asll Loy yall gl@w RIS RREH
le Lioads wdSI L]y L saia s SRl LgeSaty o3l seaall
o Lyand] Buslly Gl &I G e Gilisse "8 ,58" Silaa
Lagge

ool oo GO (ol ssall Gisle uld] suad Ssends ! oLl
38153 Luge 4,3 Ll caall puaall 8 Grolaslly wsall Gd5le
ot Sl Sl SST oo Saaly aad Alls Lodbas calsad Lkl
4.4;.: “.\AJ-Q-I J)LA&JJJ ‘Lo.\.]aa.” ‘LJ)JQ.U ‘:J)S.J ‘:}.JS el b.\.u.u” éb‘)
J)\9]|\5J.\LJ-\:-\‘(5)¢L;»| "Jia LG_uLcl)‘).alwir.\}.\.m

"Queen of the Nile," "Lady of Arabic Song,” “The Fourth Pyramid," and
“Star of the East" are but a few of the superlatives bestowed upon the
great Egyptian vocalist Um Kalthoum (1902-1975). Um Kalthoum did
not disappear after her death, and remains the most famous and highly
esteemed vocalist in the Arab World of the 20th century, becoming a
legend in her lifetime. Her songs are regarded as the inalienable assets of
Arab music to this day. Her powerful and multi-hued voice, her absolute
control, her perfect pronunciation and improvisational skill enabled her
to revolutionize music that combined tradition with the contemporary
music of her day. International oud virtuoso Tayseer Elias, one of today's
outstanding oud players and musicians, created a musical ensemble that
will accompany vocalist Violet Salameh, one of the great performers of
Um Kalthoum's songs. Together, they honor an outstanding artist with a
wide variety of her songs. Among those that will be performed: Inta omri,
Ba'id “anak and Al ward gamil.
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Oud virtuoso Prof. Tayseer Elias, accompanied by
vocalist Violet Salameh, honor Um Kalthoum
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Stavros Xarchakos
composer, conductor

Rita Antonopoulou vocalist
Zaharias Karounis vocalist
Dimitrios Siampos guitar
Neoklis Neofytidis piano
Bassileiou Xristakis percussion
Kelaris Xaris bass

Filippos Tsemperoulis

wind instruments

Iraklis Ziaka bouzouki
Vasileios Drogkaris accordion
Michael Alexakis George
Roupakas sound engineers
Xristos Dallas lighting design
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The great Greek composer Stavros Xarchakos is known for his
composition of music for the cult film Rembetiko directed by Kostas
Ferris (1983) that is based upon the life of the legendary Rembetiko
vocalist Marika Nino. Xarchakos is regarded as one of the great and most
prolific Greek composers of modern times, along with Mikis Theodorakis
and Manos Hajidakis. Xarchakos has released 42 albums, composed
music for 15 television productions, directed the National Orchestra
for Greek Music and composed soundtracks for the film Signs of Life
directed by Werner Herzog. In his Israeli premier, Xarchakos will conduct
an ensemble of players performing a selection of the beloved songs from
the film Rembetiko, as well as other selected works from his rich career.
Vocalists Panos Bousalis, Theodoros Boutsikakis and Rita Antonopoulou
will participate in the performance.

Konstantinos Christopoulos production
Bracha Cohen—Greek Productions in Israel

Artistic agent
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in the performance Mana Mou Ellas (Mother Greece)
Composer of the film Rembetiko, in an Israeli premier performance (Greece)
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Confederation House
Members of the Board of Directors

Chairman and Founder, Mr. Kalman Sultanik
Acting Chairman, Mr. Rami Kornblum

Dr. Avraham Avihai
Mr. Kobi Abelman

Mr. Eli Eyal

Mrs. Barbara Goldstein
Mr. Daniel Danieli

Mr. Alan Hoffmann
Mr. Micha Yinon

Adv. Mr. Paul Lenga
Mr. Yehiel Leket

Mr. Eli Amir

Mr. Aaron Sultanik

Mr. Samuel Sultanik
Mrs. Ora Sela

Mr. ltzhak Kalmanowitz
Mr. Yitzhak Rogow
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