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Dear Audience,

For 15 years the Jerusalem International Oud Festival has set an example for dialog, tolerance, and humanism,
creating an image of marvelous diversity among linked cultures.

This rich multi-cultural initiative sheds a bright light on the affinity of contemporary Israeli music for Jewish
and other traditions, new and old, Eastern and Western. The uniqueness of this festival lies in its emphasis
upon Jewish and Israeli cultures of different communities and the interconnections that generally receive less
exposure, identities and links that emphasize our links to the contemporary Mediterranean region.

The Ministry of Culture is proud to support this important festival once again this year, as in previous years, and
to encourage important musical artistry that draws inspiration from the rich musical roots that developed in the
Mediterranean basin. The festival offers convincing proof of the ability of music to serve as a bridge connecting
peoples and cultures, even in the complex reality of the Middle East.

| congratulate all those involved in organizing this event, including its director Effie Benaya and the Confederation
House staff, and wish you, the viewers and listeners, total enjoyment.

Yours,

Limor Livnat

Minister of Culture and Sport
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Dear Residents and Visitors,

The International Oud Festival is one of the important and enjoyable Jerusalem cultural events that have long
become emblematic of this city. Every year we enjoy the new and revitalized sounds of this fine and ancient
musical instrument.

The oud—king of instruments—resembles Jerusalem, center of the world. Jerusalem’s centrality finds
expression in its enormous variety: sacred and profane, East and West, old and new, traditional and modern.
In recent years both Jerusalem and the oud have experienced renewal. An expression of this are the many
cultural events and festivals they share. The investment in the city’s diversity of culture is an important and
wise one with a bright future.

| express my thanks to Confederation House, initiator of the festival, and to its many partners who make the
event possible, and wish us all exciting and enjoyable performances.

Sincerely,
Nir Barkat

Mayor of Jerusalem
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Dear Festival Guests, Artists, and Music Lovers,

"There's music in the sighing of a reed; There's music in the gushing of a rill; There's music in all things, if
men had ears..." Thus wrote the noted English poet Lord Byron. Indeed, music is everywhere, but we are not
always free to stop and listen to it. The Oud Festival, marking its 15th anniversary, makes it possible for us to
stop for a moment, take a deep breath, and dive deep into the experience of sounds from near and far.

It is extremely important now, as the country faces crisis and polarization between Jews and Arabs deepens,
to hold the Oud Festival, which creates positive links between Arab and Jewish artists and Middle Eastern and
Western cultures, serving as another building block in the structure of coexistence, culture and pluralism.
This festival is an additional way to express the uniqueness of Jerusalem as a city that produces other sounds,
ones that plant great hope in the hearts of listeners.

Congratulations to Effie Benaya and to Confederation House for taking on this task and carrying it out every
year with great success.

| wish you pleasant listening and pleasure.

Mark Sofer
President, The Jerusalem Foundation
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Dear Audience,
Welcome to the Jerusalem International Oud Festival, this year celebrating its 15th anniversary.
The Oud Festival is a rare cultural pearl and embodies our aspiration to bring peoples together and encourage
tolerance, things urgently needed in these troubled times. As in previous years, the Oud Festival presents the
great variety of a glorious Arab musical tradition and the original manner in which it is interwoven with Jewish
poetic texts. Korin Allal will premier her fascinating interpretation of the sayings of Ecclesiastes in the opening
performance, the first attempt at a contemporary musical interpretation of texts from this timeless biblical
book. Another premier will be devoted to the many faces of the RaMHalL, cabbalist Rabbi Moshe Haim
Luzzatto.
Again this year there will be international performers and joint performances with local artists. These events
emphasize the extent to which the festival serves as an ambassador of coexistence and real dialogue between
the cultures of our region.
I wish to thank the devoted staff of Confederation House and the musicians and artists who have realized our
vision, demonstrating rare commitment and talent, and you, our faithful audience, who attend the festival year
after year.
I wish all of you a spiritually and musically rich experience.
Effie Benaya
Artistic director



5N NIORN I OIR ,21:00 em November

Thursday, 21:00, Sherover Hall, Jerusalem Theater YRR e 8

Opening Performance LAY (s inieal=Ro0

"paNm by 22T oo avete by 2y

nomp 1w SRR PP

“ iSlaves on Horseback and Masters on Foot"

Korin Allal sings Ecclesiastes

. ! {
B 1520005 namn

{ u’ala&.alcl_ul ‘:.
NEQVILH

.:. An Original Festival ..'.
Premier!




W N0 ININ IR

D2 M0 Y7 NIN

no'wa 1 NI 7N

TIV INDW |2 7N

D'7190'01 M T AT 2 [1W
1Moo 27012 INO'D

sl 3,08 JYT Gayes
ool 3,08 Gl Gy 9
QsdsuSla Gy s ol
Sse (9aacs (3 Jaigs
csala hae Ga Gl
siks uliga Jailaae

Korin Allal guitar, vocals

Oren Latz guitar, bass

llan Koren wind instruments
Yoel Ben Simchon oud

Sharon Ben Ezer DJ and sampler
Michael Gottlieb piano
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Korin Allal, a unique and revolutionary artist on lIsrael’s music scene,
delves into the wisdom literature of the Book of Ecclesiastes in a premier
that opens the Oud Festival. This is the first time that this biblical text
has received contemporary musical interpretation. The result is a lyrical
and unusual work that takes the audience on an exciting journey to the
roots of human existence. Allal follows Ecclesiastes” words to discover
their inherent music, melodies that connect sacred and secular, old and
new, and are as timeless and captivating as the text itself.

e0 0000000 00



DO PRI IRIP TPAY 0PN ,21:00 2780 November
ot 51 T e (05l S S5 e 5 21:00 Sd Co 8
L)

Saturday, 21:00, Rebecca Crown Hall, Jerusalem Theater PN s Y

YTAM2NINT ANA2T 701

21TPON IR'X

(s ala gl ol
[ PP A TEN

The Prince of Azerbaijani Mugham
Gochag Askarov
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Gochag Askarov vocalist
Shahriyar Imanov tar, oud
Elnur Mikayilov kamancha
Kamran Karimov naghara
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Gochag Askarov belongs to Azerbaijan’s cultural elite and is one of
the foremost khanende, mugham vocalists. He is second in fame only
to his elder, Alim Qasimov. The mugham is a classical genre in Azeri
traditional music. It is presented by a small ensemble that combines
deep emotional power, complexity together with musical refinement,
and poetic texts of Jalal ad-Din Rumi and Azeri poets including Fuzuli
and Khatai. Askarov’s rich and beautiful voice and virtuoso range
of nearly three octaves transmit the drama, the desire and the sense
of touching sadness of mugham. The quality of his singing has been
compared with that of the great Pakistani vocalist Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan.
Askarov comes from the mountainous Qarabag region of Azerbaijan.
His extensive career began in 2007 , when he was the youngest winner
of a competition of khanende and one of the few who has succeeded
in making this unique art form accessible to the western world and in
developing a successful international career. He has appeared in London
at the WOMAD Festival, in Australia, and in concerts throughout Europe
and the United States. His moving performances and the albums he has
recorded have received praise from critics and music lovers.
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Jazz-Piyyut
Presentation of a new album by Hadass Pal Yarden, Yaniv
Ovadia (Israel) and the Max Doehlemann Trio (Germany)
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Hadass Pal Yarden vocals, musical
management

Yaniv Ovadia vocals, baglama, zurna
Max Doehlemann piano, musical
management

Martin Fonfara drums

Christian Schantz bass
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A rare musical encounter combines the depth and wealth of Jewish
songs from Turkey and Kurdistan with the spontaneity and pleasure of
modern jazz improv. A project that began as a performance in Berlin
in 2012 is consolidated in the album Jazz-Piyut, which was recorded
this year in Berlin and is presented as an international premier at the
2014 Jerusalem Oud Festival. Vocalist-composer Hadass Pal Yarden, who
researches and performs the songs of Turkey’s Jews, and paytan Yaniv
Ovadia, who sings traditional Kurdish songs and plays baglama and
zurna, collaborate with the German jazz trio led by classic composer
and pianist Max Doehlemann.

This fascinating encounter combines the sounds of Turkish makam, the
original piyutim of Kurdish Jewry and the complex harmonies of the
jazz trio. Pal Yarden, Ovadia and the Max Doehlemann Trio explore
mutual influences, providing the encounter with surprising rhythms and
presenting the melodies and Jewish piyutim in all their vitality as works
with musical richness that are constantly revitalized.

* Special thanks to Yossi Ohana, director of Kehilot Sharot
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The Young Man from Padua:
The RaMHaL (Rabbi Moshe Haim Luzzatto)

Shem-Tov Levy and Rabbi David Menahem
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Rabbi David Menahem

vocals, composition and research
Shem-Tov Levy composition,
piano,flute and vocals

Gadi Ben Elisha guitar and vocals
Noam Chen percussion

Zur Ben Zeev bass

Charlie Sabach oud and vocal
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RaMHalL—the kabbalist Moshe Haim Luzzatto (1707-1747)—who
Haim Nahman Bialik referred to as “the mezuzah” of the gate of honor
of the palace of Hebrew literary works, is one of the most mysterious
and fascinating figures in rabbinic history. The RaMHalL was a true
Renaissance man who wrote over 100 books, developed a unique
method for learning Kabbala, and was known as a brilliant poet
with a broad general education. Despite his being controversial and
persecuted by his community in Padua, the RaMHaL became one of the
most influential individuals in modern Judaism.

Shem-Tov Levy and Rabbi David Menahem present the many faces
of the RaMHalL—his poetry, segments of his plays, psalms he wrote,
adaptations in prose, and philosophical writings, all focusing upon
his concept of the “unity of opposites.” Levy and Menahem chose to
place the RaMHal’s works in an Israeli musical context, rather than an
Italian one or within the Eastern-paytanut realm in which Menahem
specializes. This stemmed from the desire to make the RaMHal’s rich
heritage an integral part of Israeli culture, as Bialik envisioned it; one
that can be accessible and clear to contemporary audiences.
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Message of Love: Songs of Love and
Longing from the Desert

Rechela, the international Khaliji vocalist
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Rechela vocals

Yaniv Taichman oud
Ariel Kasis ganun
Yitzhak Ventura nai
Nir Maimon bass guitar
Gadi Seri percussion
Barak Kram drums
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The inauguration of the new album by vocal artist Rechela, one of the
stars of the 2013 Oud Festival, who has devoted herself during the past
decade to Khaliji music, a Bedouin genre from the area of the Arabian
Peninsula and the Arab Gulf emirates. This style is characterized by
hypnotic rhythms that combine those of the region with Indian and
African ones.

Rechela recorded her first album of Khaliji music, which originated
in Saudi Arabia and made its way to the other side of the Red Sea
to the Sinai Peninsula. This album initiated Rechela’s international
career, which has included appearances and publicity in Bahrain and
Dubai. The performance will present Rechela’s second album, which
was recorded in Dubai with some of the finest local musicians, and
in London. Songs on the album Risalat Hob (“message of love”) were
written by great poets and composers of the Saudi Kingdom and by
Rechela herself. Songs on the album deal with all aspects of love,
whether fulfilled or remaining a dream.
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Spoken Soul
The Mohamed Ahaddaf Quartet
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Mohamed Ahaddaf oud

Avishai Darash piano

Stephan Reidl bass

Francesco Bongiorno percussion
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This is a unique and cosmopolitan quartet under the leadership
of Moroccan-Andalusian oud player Mohamed Ahaddaf, together
with Israeli jazz pianist Avishai Darash, German-French bass player
Stephan Reidl and Italian percussionist Francesco Bongiorno. Members
of the quartet live in Amsterdam and their playing is an organic and
harmonious blending of the Andalusian musical tradition with the
addition of influences from Indian classical music, jazz, contemporary
and European folk traditions. This unique musical encounter enriches the
Andalusian and Arabic musical foundations. The rhythmic improvisations
upon captivating melodies make the quartet’s performance a sensuous
experience filled with beauty and surprises.

Ahaddaf, a native of Tetuan, is a virtuoso player who started his musical
career at age 10 and became famous in Morocco and in Europe as
the featured soloist with the orchestra of Andalusian composer and
conductor Muhammad Ben Larbi Temsamani of Tetouan and with the
Moroccan national Andalusian Orchestra. The performance’s name is
taken from the quartet’s and Ahaddaf’s latest second album, Spoken
Soul. The quartet won first place at the Tetouan International Oud
Festival in 2011 and has performed worldwide.
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The Greats of the Nile:

Um Kalthoum, Abd al-Wahab, Farid al-Atrash, Layla Mourad,
Asmahan and Abd al-Halim Hafez
A musical tribute edited by Taiseer Elias
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Taiseer Elias oud,

musical direction and editing
Violet Salameh vocals

Avi Cohen vocals

Firas Isami violin

Charlie Safieh violin

Isa Awad ganun

Jameel Bishtawi nai

Ramzi Bisharat darbuka
Hisham Khoury bass

Bshara Nadaf riq

Guest artists:

the al-Ba*ath Choir

Galilee Arab Voices, under the
musical direction of Rahib Haddad
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A musical tribute edited by virtuoso oud player and violinist Tayseer
Elias, to some of the great Egyptian musicans of the 20th century—Um
Kalthoum, Abd al-Wahab, Farid al-Atrash, Layla Mourad, Asmahan, Abd
al-Halim Hafez and other great vocalists. All became legends in the Arab
world in their lifetimes and are regarded as shapers of Arab art music in
the modern era. The concert will present a rich variety of musical styles
drawn from the finest canonic works, the mortmain of Arab classical
music of the 20th century. These works combine improvisations that
enrich their emotional expression and musical depth, creating a sense
of spiritual elevation, known as tarab.

Professor Taiseer Elias, a noted musician in Israel, created a special
ensemble of outstanding artists in Israel to accompany the performance
of the songs by soloists including Violet Salameh, Avi Cohen and the
al-Baath Choir, Galilee Arab Voices from Shafa amr.
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Spring in Salonica

Savina Yannatou (Greece)
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Savina Yannatou, vocals

Primavera en Salonico Ensemble:
Costas Vomvolos ganun, accordion
Kyriakos Guventas violin

Yannis Alexandris oud, guitar,
tamboura

Dimitris Tingas bass

Kostas Theodorou percussion
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Outstanding Greek vocalist Savina Yannatou and the "Primavera en
Salonico" ensemble present their imaginative and unique interpretation
of traditional folk songs, mostly from the Mediterranean basin, the
Balkan peninsula and the Middle East. The songs are accompanied
by acoustic instruments from the region and sung in their original
languages, including Ladino and Arabic.

Athens-born Yannatou is one of the leading and most innovative Greek
vocalists of the current generation. In addition to the above, her repertoire
includes songs by Manos Hadjidakis, Renaissance and Baroque songs,
contemporary music and free improvisation. Her charismatic personality
and deep and unusual vocal range leave a timeless mark upon these songs
extending beyond geographical boundaries or musical conventions. The
ensemble’s songs succeed in capturing shared elements of different folk
cultures, uniting them into a fresh and groundbreaking musical idiom.

The ensemble has appeared around the world garnering critical acclaim
and has recorded a total of 8 albums. Its fourth album on ECM Records
is due to be released in early 2015.
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