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Dear Guests,

The \nternat'\ona\ Oud Festival is one of the most impor\am and exciting cultural initiatives in Jerusalem-
Every year it enriches our world with new sounds of distant cu\tures——and deepens our familiarity with ones
close to us and with sounds that were o the verge of disappear'\ng.

The oud i8 an '\nstrument that facilitates connections: petween East and West, petween old and new
petween religious and secular, petween world music and local ethnic music, petween medieval piyyut
and modern ensembles. \tis indeed such links that characterize Jerusalems human diversitys with many
groups together creating @ prilliant human mosaic. This richness is available 10 us all, if we nave the
wisdom {0 share it. AS the city's mayor, | have made it my goal to bring together this variety-

\ fully pelieve in the importance of such encounters and in the power of culturé to facilitate them. The
city’s ‘\nvestment in culture and its support for cultural institutions is, in My view, oné of the most '\mpor\ant

futures.
| wish to thank Confederat'\on House, which has initiated and produced the Festival for many years, and
the many partners who make it poss'\b\e. | wish everyone fascinating performances and joyous encounters.

sincerely,
Nir Barkat, Mayor of Jerusalem
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This winter, the Jerusalem \ntemat'\ona\ Oud Fest'\va\, one of \srael's most fasc'\naﬁng and unique
music festivals, celebrates 12 years of musical fantasy: attracting admirers from aroun the world 10
\srael.
An '\mportant mu\t'\—cu\tura\ pro}ect, the Festival fosters '\nternat\ona\ artistic cooperation amongd
musicians from diverse musical neritages: At the Festival, the sound O the oud plends Greek blues
with Arab music, songs of the kingdoms of ancient Persia and Greece with contemporary poetry, an
Middle Eastern genres with original \sraeli works.

i < will open the Festival, casting light on the affinity of modern \sraeli

music for that of gpanish and Oriental Jewry, the oud and the piyyut, mu\t'\faceted musical idioms that

| congratu\ate all those involved in this effort and hope that the spirit of the Festival — the spirit of
tolerance, culture and numanism — will promote a fruitful '\ntercu\tura\ dialogue and bring peoples

sincerely,
Limor Livnat
Minister of Culture and Sport
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Every year the Oud Festival prings you sounds from around the world: sounds of many varied traditions
inﬂuenced by ArabiC music, echoed in the sounds of the oud, the king of Arab musical instrumenis. This
year we pring you songs of the Kurdish rinority in Turkey, sounds from the Mediterranean pasin, fruits of
the work of the finest Jewish and Arab musicians in \srae\’and of course, tributes 0 the great musicians
who are no \longer with us, put whose enormous contributions Still enrich our lives. Among these, for the
first time, W€ include the legendary Greek rembetiko yocalist Rosa Eskenazi:

All this, of course. follows the Festival's gala opening. performed by Meir Banai, who prilliantly combines
rock, ethnic MusiC and traditional piyyut:

| would like to thank all of the organizations and individuals who support the Feetivai/-ihe artists, the
producers, the contributorss and the workers. gpecial persona\ thanks 90 to the marvelous production
staff of Confederation House-

| wish you all pleasure and joy-

Effie Benaya
Artistic director
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Dear Friends,

The Oud Festival, which began as a modest initiative to provide new audiences exposure to classical Arab
music, has reached its 42th year as one of the imporiant cultural events in Jerusalem and N \srael.
sounds of the oud have pecome part of the soundtrack of \sraeli culture in its natural surroundings: the
Middle East. The Jerusalem Foundation has accompanied the Festival since its inception and we are proud
to see it plossom, develop and grow roots in \srael's |andscape of wonderful festivals.

performing in the Festival this year will be wormen from a variety of culturés assooiated with the special
sounds of Arab music, underpinning anim ortant message- \ndeed, culture in genera\ and music in part\cu\ar

SS.
The Jerusalem Foundation, always at the forefront of support for cultural institutions and events in the city
continues in that direction through the Oud Festival. Forus, the Oud Festival iS another stone in the puilding

Warm thanks to Confederation House and to s director Effie Benayd for this successfui initiative and
production, year after year

Ruth Cheshin
President
The Jerusalem Foundation
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An lIsraeli premier of the tribute to the Greek Jewish yocalist Rosa Eskenazi, the premiere diva of
Rebet‘\kofthe Greek b\uesfmark‘\r\g the thirtieth anniversary of her death and the November 2011
release of @ new film for screening in \srael. Eskenazi's songs Wi med by three yocalists: Martha
Frintzi own for her performances with Hari i mir from Turkey and
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Yasmin Levy fro . i ternational tour and

finest artists of Greece, Turkey and Israel meet to perform pearls from Eskenaz'\’s rich musical repertoire,

selected from among the hundreds of songs in Greek and Turkish that she recorded during the course of uﬂ)s‘-z.)es | e (LS5 s VR0 | sue (0= ) sy iy B B | sy e (WSx) # il
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her career. The performance was first presented in Thessaloniki and portions ofitare captured in the film.

yasmin Levy vocals | Mehtap Demir (Turkey) yocals and kemane | Martha Frintzila (Greece)
&NIN Y1YY DY vocals | Ramazan Sesler (Turkey) clarinet | Kyriakos Gouventas (Greece) violin | Dimitris
R 1" yainn Mistakidis (Greece) guitar | Dimitris Beslem (Greece) pass | Yinon Muallem percuss'\on | Vaglis
N NTN7DN 7R Kripis (Greece) percuss'lon | Manolis Pappos (Greece) pouzouki | Mumin Sesler (Turkey) oud,

http:Ilwww.mysweetcananj.com
http:IIWWW.yasminlevy.net
http:llwww.marthaf.eu
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n three young yirtuosi who with great talent weave together diverse musical

An encounter petwee
ast to create @ timeless original. The three—lyra

traditions of the Mediterranean region and the Middle E
player Stelios Petrakis from Crete; oud, rebab and guitar player Efrén LOpeZ from Valencia, Spain; and
onist Bijan Chemirani, SON of the great \ranian zarab player D]amsh‘\d Chemirani, who today lives

percussi
in France—have all experienced musical encounters that cross porders and traditions, put this is their first

album Mavra Froudia (Black Eyebrows). The original works that

joint pro]ect, immorta\'lzed in the lovely
n, Turkish, Afghani and Azeri musical traditions,

the three play are influenced by Greek, Spanish, Persial
and preserve @ natural affinity to each.
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Stelios Petrakis lyra andlauta| Efrén LOpez hurdy-gurdy, oud, guitar and kopuz | Bijan Chemirani

zarab, daf and pandir

http:Ilwww.steliospetrakis.coml?lang=en
http:llwww.myspace.comlefrenlopezmus'lc
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Anew performance py the great vocalist Amal Murkus, pased upon her new album Bghani (1 sing)- The
re album was rec! e old part of Kafr Yasif in the Galilee, where Murkus was porn

and where she lives

ensemble of musicians, the recordings were made

at the well, in the gard ini s, creating @ unique sound. In the album and
this pen‘ormance, Murkus perfor ets including Mahmoud Darwish, Tawfiq Ziad,

Marwan Makhul, Marzuk Halabi an

Makhoul, Nizar us herse

and emphasize Murkus’ unique

inspiration for her songs: palestinian collective me
aspiration to freedom and love of life.

es by Nasim Dakwar, Mahran Moreb, Samir

Arab scales, the makam,
Murkus tells about the sources of
ures, her father and her family, the
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Amal Murkus vocals | Nasim pakwar violin and oud | Mahran Moreb ganun and musical

arrangements | Jamil Mansour pouzouk and oud | Hagai Bilitzky bass \ Jamil Bishtawi nai |
Shahar Kaufman guitar | Naif Sarhan percussion | Amin Atrash drums
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Hosam Hayek, composer and oud ‘Amr, returns to the Oud Festivai—»this time with
lbum Gharib fi watani i nd). The album, Hayek explains, focuses

upon his d nse of foreignness fines itself as a Jewish state——however,
the music th or the album offers more sibilities. N the album are original works
alongside new renditions of familiar works. Participating in the recording are members of the fine Turkish
ensemble Taksim Trio and percussionist Zohar Fresco, who will also participate in this performance. Al of
approach, which combines elements from Arabic, Turkish and Western

classica S whi i for the pers i inthe ensemble through
improvisation. all peoples. the similarity ici ifferent places is greater
and more significant than the differences petween them,” good everywhere
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Hosam Hayek oud | Kamil Shajrawi violin
Aboudi Barhoum bass guitar | parwish Da
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Composer and performer Esti Kenan Ofri premiers @ selection of poems py Haviva pedaya, AlMog Behar
2\ Cohen. In their works one finds an affinity to classical Hebrew and Arabic sources and cultures
extending from lraq to Spam——and it appears that no composer could be better suited to this task than
Kenan Offi, who for many years has performed and arranged works from the tradition of Spanish Jewry
and has delved into Arab classical music. The songs in this performance were com Kenan Ofri
pased upon ArabiC scales, the magama, with emphasis on textual depth and mstrumenta\ richness. The
musicians who join her faithfully represent a variety of eastern musical traditions.
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Esti Kenan Ofri vocals | Herzl Cohen oud | Elad Levy violin and vocals | Hagai Bilitzky bass |
Gil Hameiri peroussnon and vocals
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Taiseer Elias and His prothers

A Tribute 10 Virtuoso composer and Musician Taiseer Elias
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Taiseer Elias oud, violin, musical direction | Zohar Fresco percussion | Amir Milstein flute |

Emanuel Mann bass
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The past decade has been @ prosperous one for Aynur Dogan, the foremost Turkish yocalist whose
repertoire is mostly sung in Kurdish: an art'lst'\c—po\‘\tical declaration that cannot e taken for granted ina
country whose |eadership forbade Kurdish music for many years: Kege Kurdan, Aynur's first album, was
even panned for distribution for several months by the local court. Aynur's rich and moving Voice: her
openness, her varied musical tastes and her refined saz playing have prought her to joint projects with
some of Turkey's outstanding musicians and performances at major festivals throughout Europe. Aynur is

a member of the Kurdish minority in Turkey and her arrangements of Kurdish songs emphasize their folk
elements, while enriching them with Middle Eastern, Persian, Indian and even Andalusian folk influences-
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Aynur vocals | Cemil Kocgin tembur & paglama | Yasin Boyraz kaval (folk flute) | Yilmaz
Yesilyurt percussion | Kevin Carter double bass | Ali Ekber Erel def & erbane
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